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ABSTRACT

This empirical research evaluates the performance of mathematics
teachers, from the perspectives of middle school students in Kuwait.
In line with the country’s gender segregation across all public
schools, the research samples female students and female teachers
in the eighth and ninth grade levels. The randomized sample
consists of 377 students, with 192 students in the eighth grade and
185 students in the ninth grade. Data collection methods involve a
questionnaire of 48 items divided into 3 key domains — personal
characteristics of mathematics teachers, implementation of
mathematics teaching methods, and students’ evaluations. Four
additional sub-axes were identified for the implementation domain —
teaching mathematical concepts and information, mathematics
teaching skills, mathematical critical thinking skills, and developing
students’ positive attitudes towards mathematics. After verifying the
questionnaire’s internal and external validity and reliability, data
was collected and analyzed using arithmetic means, standard
deviations, and T-tests.

Data analyzed revealed multiple findings. Results indicate the
personal characteristics domain ranking first with a high level of
teacher performance, while the implementation domain ranked last
with a medium level of teacher performance. Additionally, the
evaluation domain ranked second with a medium performance level.
A majority of the items received a high performance level from the
eighth and ninth grade students’ perspectives, in the personal
characteristics domain. The axis of teaching mathematical concepts
and information obtained a medium and high level for teacher
performance, while the remaining 3 axes attained a medium level
for teacher performance in a majority of the items. Lastly, most of
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the items related to the axis of students’ evaluation also received a
medium level for teachers’ performance levels.

Research results reveal no statistical differences between the
arithmetic averages of eighth and ninth grade students, in none of
the 3 key domains. The research concludes with a list of practical
recommendations for enhancing the performance of female
mathematics teachers in Kuwait. Moreover, findings could prove
useful for mathematics teaching settings beyond Kuwait and for
country comparative mathematics literature.

Keywords: mathematics teachers; teacher performance; middle
school; personal characteristics;evaluation .
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