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Curriculum Theory in the Light of Abdul
Wahhab El-Messiri’s Cognitive Model: An

Analytical Reading
By Dr Khaled Al-Awadh
Associate Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Education, Qassim University
Abstract

This paper provides an analytical reading of three philosophical
schools using an interpretive model developed by Abdul Wahhab
El-Messeri, an Arab and Muslim philosopher. Education in general
and Curriculum theory in particular have been dominated and
shaped by these schools of thoughts starting from behaviorism and
pragmatism in the 1950s, and culminating in post-modernism with
the beginning of the 21st century. This paper tries to examine these
three philosophies, question their effects, and reveal their biases by
employing an analytical tool called the cognitive model developed
by El-Messiri in his criticism of the western civilization. The paper
reveals at the end some negative philosophical effects associated
with these theories and proposes an alternative Arab-Islamic model
in curriculum theory.

Key words: Curriculum theory, behaviourism, pragmatism, post-
modernism, Abdul Wahhab El-Messiri
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