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Kuwaiti Teachers’ Cultural Empathy towards
Non-Kuwaiti Teachers: A Comparative Study

Abstract

This study aimed at examining the levels of cultural empathy as a
predictor of intercultural competence in the context of culturally
diverse societies with particular focus on Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti
teachers. based on a descriptive-analytic, correlational-comparative
research design, data was collected by the Cultural Empathy Scale
from 239 male and female Kuwaiti teachers working at six secondary
schools in Al-Ahmadi Educational administration. Results revealed
that Kuwaiti teachers had moderate levels of cultural empathy as a
total degree and for three dimensions (i.e. empathic feelings, empathic
perspective-taking, and acceptance of cultural differences), compared
to a low level of empathic awareness. It was also found that the
variables of sex (in favor of females) and years of teaching experience
were positively associated with cultural empathy. These findings
suggest the need to develop cultural empathy among teachers.
Keywords: cultural empathy, intercultural competence, Kuwaiti
teachers, non-Kuwaiti teachers, a comparative study.
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